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Your  Tour  Leader
Dr James Broadbent is well known as an historian,
conservationist and author. His main area of study is the
history of colonial houses in New South Wales, their
furnishings, gardens and the society that built and lived
in them. Former Senior Curatorial Advisor at the
Historic Houses Trust of New South Wales, his
publications, often complementing exhibitions of the
same theme and title, include India, China, Australia,
Trade and Society 1788-1850, 2003; The Australian
Colonial House, Houses and Society in New South Wales
1788-1842, 1997 and, co-authored, Francis Greenway,
Architect, 1997, The Age of Macquarie, 1992 and Gothic
Taste in the Colony of New South Wales, 1980.

James Broadbent lives at The Cottage, Mulgoa (c.1810), an important early bungalow
which he has saved from dereliction. He has advised on the conservation and
restoration of many significant Australian houses and gardens. James led our highly
successful tours of Historic Houses and Gardens of England in 2009 and 2017, North
Wales and the West Country of England in 2011, The East Midlands and Northeast to
Edinburgh in 2013 and East Anglia in 2015 and Italian tours including La Foce and the
Gardens of Tuscany and Lazio on four occasions since 2012 and Palladian Villas and the
Veneto in 2015 and The Italian Lakes and more in 2017.



Introduction

The HHA’s 2021 English study tour will focus on the Arts and Crafts Movement. Arising
from the polemics of William Morris and John Ruskin and assuming its name from the
Arts and Crafts Exhibition of 1888, the Arts and Crafts Movement surely and quickly
transformed the architecture, garden design and decorative arts of late 19th Century
and early 20th Century Britain. It remains a significant influence in contemporary design.
Our tour encompasses the work of the Movement’s major designers – including William
Morris, Philip Webb, C.F.A. Voysey, Charles Robert Ashbee, Detmar Blow, Gertrude
Jekyll, Edwin Lutyens, Ernest Gimson and the Barnsley brothers – visiting major
examples of their work in the Home Counties, the West Country and the Cotswolds.
 
As with all the HHA study tours there are also visits to many important but smaller and
more unusual places and to houses, gardens and collections not normally open to the
public. From Morris’s Kelmscott Manor and Red House to Webb’s Standen and Gimson’s
Rodmarton; from William Robinson’s Gravetye Manor to the gardens of Vann (the
setting for the television series of Forster’s “Howards End”); from the Wilson Museum,
Cheltenham to the Barnsley Workshop (still making the finest furniture) and from
exclusive Bedales School to Madresfield (a treasure house of the Arts and Crafts) home
of Lord Beauchamp (Governor of New South Wales and Evelyn Waugh’s Lord
Marchmain) and the church of Edward the Confessor designed for Beauchamp by Randall
Wells, to the ancient manor house of Cothay and the Priest’s House, Muchelney, a
pioneering restoration by the architect Norman Jewson.
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Itinerary

Includes 16 nights staying in 4-star accommodation with full breakfast daily plus

lunch and/or dinner each day.

 

Day 1 to 5
 
Hotel Du Vin Royal Tunbridge Wells
 

After arriving at our accommodation in the spa town of Royal Tunbridge Wells

we’ll join James for a walk around The Pantiles and Calverley Park prior to our

welcome dinner.

 

From our base in Royal Tunbridge Wells we travel by coach each day to houses

and gardens in Kent, Surrey and Sussex, including a day in outer London visiting

William Morris’s famous Red House, (1859) (pictured below) designed by Philip

Webb, the Emery Walker House in Hammersmith Mall beside the Thames (a

remarkable survival of an Arts and Crafts interior in a Georgian town house) and a

walk through Bedford Park (with houses by Norman Shaw, Maurice B. Adams and

C.F.A.Voysey).
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Itinerary cont .

In Kent we visit Vita Sackville-West’s garden at Sissinghurst Castle, a child of the

Arts and Crafts Movement; Edwin Lutyens’s Great Dixter in East Sussex; stroll

around Winchelsea with houses by W.A.S. Benson set in a vernacular Georgian

streetscape, and see the important houses Standen (1891) (drawing room

pictured below) by Philip Webb with its fine decorative arts collection and

Munstead Wood, Gertrude Jekyll’s garden around the house designed for her by

Lutyens. 

 

Lesser known is Long Copse (c.1899) (pictured front cover), designed by Alfred

Powell and described by Pevsner as “an extreme example of the primitive wing of

the Arts and Crafts Movement”.

 

We will visit Gravetye Manor, home of the great gardener and polemicist, William

Robinson, and the garden of Vann, designed by W.D.Caroe for himself (where the

recent television adaption of “Howard’s End” was filmed).
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Itinerary cont .

Day 6 to 8

Winchester Royal, Winchester
 
From the Home Counties we move to Winchester.

We hope to visit a cluster of houses at Hartley Wintney, Hampshire designed by

the Scottish architect, Robert Weir Schultz. Best known for his work for the

Marquis of Bute (notably his enlargement of Dumfries House), Schultz deserves

to be better known as an Arts and Crafts architect and garden designer of great

subtlety as seen in his own house and topiary garden, The Barn and the

alterations to West Green House (pictured below, where we will catch up with its

Australian owner, Marylyn Abbott, whom many will know).

 

Near Petersfield we visit the Barnsley Workshop, where the ideals of the Arts

and Crafts Movement are still upheld with the design and construction of the

finest furniture, and nearby another “Red House” – the home of the poet Edward

Thomas, designed by Alfred Powell.
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Itinerary cont .

Nearby the Arts and Crafts tradition survives at Bedales School a co-educational

school founded largely on the movement’s principles, with work by Ernest Gimson

(library pictured below) Geoffrey Lupton and Sidney Barnsley. This tradition

continues with fine, modern architecture. 

 

At Heale House we see another aspect of Arts and Crafts garden design: the

influence of Italian and English Renaissance gardens – in the work of the architect

and garden designer Harold Peto and the fine craftsmanship and design of the

additions to the house by Detmar Blow, an important “wandering architect” (one

of a group, including Powell and Barnsley, who not only designed but actively

engaged in the building of their houses). Blow also built Wilsford Manor (1906)

for Pamela and Edward Tennant, members of that group of rich, sophisticated and

highly cultured socialites known as “The Souls”.
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Itinerary cont .

Day 9 to 11
White Hart Hotel - Moretonhampstead 
 

Our third stay is in Moretonhampstead, on the edge of Dartmoor. From here we

explore the West Country, rich in the ancient vernacular manor houses which

were the ideals of, and the inspiration for, many Arts and Crafts architects:

Cothay Manor an exquisite medieval house rescued in the 1920s, and

Athelhampton (pictured below) another ancient house whose garden was

embellished and brought to life again in the late 19th and early 20th centuries in

accord with J.D. Sedding’s influential Garden-craft Old and New.
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Itinerary cont .

The Priest’s House, Muchelney (pictured below), is one of the earliest houses

acquired by the National Trust and conserved on the strictest S.P.A.B. principles

by Gimson and Norman Jewson. 

 

While staying in Moretonhampstead we will visit several private early 20th

century houses and gardens, as well as Lutyens’s modern castle - Castle Drogo –

fresh from its recent extensive conservation work. The tiny Norman Church of St.
Andrew, Winterbourne Tomson, with its time-bleached early 18th century

interior, is an exemplar of early 20th century conservation (by A.R. Powis, who

also restored Sissinghurst for Vita Sackville-West) is a total delight in its modest

farmyard setting. 

 

A late example of the Arts and Crafts influence on mid-twentieth century garden

design and planting is Lambrook Manor, in the picturesque Somerset village of

East Lambrook, where Marjorie Fish gardened and wrote her engaging and

influential gardening books.
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Itinerary cont .

Day 12 – 16 
 Hotel Du Vin - Cheltenham 
 

In the Cotswolds we will meet two prominent scholars of the Arts and Crafts

Movement, Barley Roscoe and Mary Greenstead, whose authoritative study of

Ernest Gimson is to be published by Yale later this year. 

 

We will see the important collection of Arts and Crafts decorative arts at the

Wilson Gallery, Cheltenham, and Mary will talk to us about the Arts and Crafts

communities in the Cotswolds. We will meet Barley in Leicester where we will see

Stoneywell Cottage, designed for her great-grandfather by his brother, Ernest

Gimson and built by Detmar Bloiw, and also Inglewood (1892) (pictured below)

Gimson’s first house in Leicester. 

 

Another fine collection of Arts and Crafts is in the Leicester Art Gallery. 
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Itinerary cont .

From Cheltenham we venture north to Worcestershire to see the riches of

Madresfield Court, with lodges by Shaw and Voysey and interiors and furnishings

by Ashbee and Benson, the home of a great patron, the 7th Earl of Beauchamp

(Governor of New South Wales, 1899 – 1902, and the model for Evelyn Waugh’s

Lord Marchmain in Brideshead Revisited). 

 

Nearby is the delightful and rare Arts and Crafts Church of Edward the
Confessor, Kempley, (pictured below) built and designed by Randall Wells in

conjunction with Lord Beauchamp.
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Itinerary cont .

Further afield are visits to High Glanau (1922), a house and garden with fine

views of the Brecon Beacons designed by Edward Francis for Country Life’s

architectural writer and connoisseur, H. Avray Tipping; to the Church of All
Saints, Brockhampton, a rare work by the writer and teacher William Lethaby; to

Perrycroft, a beautifully restored house and garden by C.F.A. Voysey of 1895; and

to romantic Hilles House (pictured below), designed for himself by Detmar Blow

and still lived in by his family.
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In the Cotswolds we will stroll, with Mary Greenstead, we will stroll around the

“Arts and Crafts” village of Sapperton where Gimson and the Barnsleys had their

workshops and built their houses, and visit Owlpen Manor, restored by Jewson

and to the last great country house built and furnished to Arts and Crafts

principles, Rodmarton Manor. Arguably this, of all, is the most complete Arts and

Crafts ensemble of house, garden and furnishings.

 

Day 17
(Cheltenham to London/Heathrow) 
 

As the tour begins with Williams Morris’s Red House, it will end with Morris’s

country house, Kelmscott Manor (conservation work permitting).

 

TOUR ENDS


