
 C E N T R A L  W E S T  D I S C O V E R Y :

T H E  S P R I N G  F L I N G   

T H U R S D A Y  1 8  N O V E M B E R  –  S U N D A Y  2 1 S T
N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1  



The Historic Houses Association tour of the region's delights takes us into the heartland of NSW.
On this four-day tour we sample some of the lesser known heritage wonders beyond the Blue
Mountains - from homesteads and gardens - to colonial period homes and private estates. Join us
on a journey of discovery through Bathurst, Kelso, Carcoar and Canowindra with heritage
experts providing insights into the area's layered histories and showing how our built heritage
and landscapes has been preserved, adapted and transformed by private owners and custodians.

We are welcomed into private houses -Clifton (1860's coaching inn); Alloway Bank, the Colonial
Georgian Estate of Captain John Piper and Macquarie, a 27 room homestead at one of the oldest
farms in the country.  A 5 course degustation awaits your at the renowned Hatted restaurant
Tonic in Millthorpe.Explore Noojee Lea's homestead with gardens designed by Paul Bangay and
explore six some of the most beautiful homes in Canowindra. Highlights include a tour of the
Hardy Wilson designed Montrose House followed by a mid-winter feast featuring regional
providores and organic wines at Rosnay Homestead.

A FLING IN SPRING 



Our tour begins as we board the coach when we board the coach in front of the Historic Central
Railway Station, Country Platforms, where you will  meet your guide, Max Burns-McRuvie. 
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Max has always been passionate about history and storytelling. He has followed this passion
academically gaining a Bachelor of Communications majoring in English and History from the
University of NSW and a Master of Museum and Heritage Studies from Sydney University. His
Masters’ Thesis explores the origins of Sydney’s tourism industry in the 19th century and the
development of the city’s international identity as a travel destination.
Over the last 12+ years he has been lucky enough to share this passion in a very practical way —
by creating and conducting historical walking tours in fascinating locations such as Sydney,
Barcelona, Amsterdam. Over this time, he has focussed on reinterpreting the Age of
Exploration, gaining a deeper understanding of the Colonial Age, animating the eccentricities of
the Victorian Age and digging up as many juicy crime stories from the 18th, 19th and 20th
centuries

TICKET PRICE:
 

Member/Members  guest Single  Suppliment:          $2280/person
Member/Members Guest Twin Share:                           $2100/person

         Non-Member Single Suppliment:                                       $2430/person
         Non-Member Twin Share:                                                       $2250/person

Max Burns-McRuvie



DAY 1 -

THURDAY 18 NOVEMBER  

9.30am Coach departs Central Station, Sydney.

As we drive towards the mountains  we will have a short break for morning tea at Wentworth Falls,

part of the Blue Mountains. The next stop will be Clifton, a historic farming property .The house

was built in three distinct eras - a Georgian Colonial building, Coaching Inn and then a second

storey addition was added later. (see information sheets for further history of Clifton).

Then off to Macquarie which is believed to be the first farm and the oldest residence over the Blue

Mountains, given to William Lawson by Governor Macquarie for his part in the crossing of the Blue

Mountains in 1813. (see information sheets for further history of Macquarie).

12.30pm Light lunch will served by the local CWA branch

Itinerary
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1.30pm 

Travel to Holy Trinity Anglican Church ,

Kelso. 

The Parish  (not the church building)

commenced with a Commission issued by

King George IV in the sixth year of his reign

by Earl Bathurst on the of the King on 6

July 1825.  (see notes).

 

Itinerary Cont .
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2.30pm Then onto to Bathurst to check into the Rydges Bathurst Mount Panaorama.

6pm Dinner at the Hatted Tonic Restaurant, Millthorpe. for a 5 course degustation.

 
 



DAY 2 -
FRIDAY 19 NOVEMBER

8.30am Breakfast at Hotel.

9.30am Coach to Alloway Bank, Eglinton

Alloway Bank's european settlement dates back to an 1827 land grant from Governor
Thomas Brisbane to Captain Piper who .was granted 2000 acres. Piper relocated to the
farm after losing the Point Piper harbourfront, Henrietta Villa.  (see notes).

11am Cheshire, Kelso

The original land grant was made to George Cheshire in 1818, who built a small two roomed
cottage on the site seven years later. A more substantial house was built by Thomas Kite for
his daughter when she was married.  (see notes).

Itinerary Cont .
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Itinerary Cont .
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12.30 Abercrombie House for 
 Light lunch and tour 

 Abercrombie House was built
in the 1870s by the Stewart
family who were Bathurst
pioneers. William Stewart
came to Australia from
England in 1825 as part of the
colonisation of the penal
colony (Australia). William was
the Lieutenant Governor
General of New South Wales;
which meant he was
hypothetically 2nd in
command to running Australia.
William was given land in
Bathurst as a reward for doing
his job well. William Stewart's
eldest son James built
Abercrombie House. The
house is considered to be of
extreme historical significance.
It is listed on the National
Trust Register. It is also on the
New South Wales Heritage
Register[1] and the Australian
Heritage Database which
describes it as "an outstanding
example of Victorian Tudor
style architecture. It is built of
granite with sandstone
dressing to the quoins and
window surrounds, and there
are two storeys together with
an attic floor. The building's
most striking feature is its
array of curvilinear parapeted
gables topped by iron finials

2pm Canowindra via Cacoar

Brief stopover and look at Cacoar. Carcoar is recognised
as the third oldest settlement West of the Blue
Mountains. Extensive and energetic bushranging activity
was rife throughout the area, particularly so after
discovery of gold which is still commercially mined in the
area.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_State_Heritage_Register
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abercrombie_House#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Heritage_Database


Itinerary Cont .
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4pm check into Hotel and rest until pick up for dinner

 
Montrose House,  Canowindra was designed by William Hardy Wilson for the Bank of New
South Wales and built by a local builder, Frank Norrie in 1915. The bank branch was closed
in 1988.  In 2015 the building was bought by Tommy Jeffs who extensively renovated the
property and it has been operated as a bed and breakfast and function centre ever since.

6pm Dinner at Montrose House

Canowindra

The Belubula River is Canowindra's reason for existing. Pastoralists and settlers from
the 1820's were drawn to and sustained by the wealth and waters of the alluvial flats.  A
township developed at the river crossing near the site of the Swinging Bridge.   Today the
main street, Gaskill Street, has an old-world air, with its kerbside verandah posts lining
the dog-leg course of what was once a bullock team track. A total of 34 buildings and
features in the town and environs are listed in the New South Wales State Heritage
Register including 17 in or adjacent to Gaskill Street.  Canowindra is known as the site of
one of the most important fossil discoveries from the late Devonian period. 360-million-
year-old Devonian fish fossils of world importance were found 11 km to the south-west
of town in 1956. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canowindra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westpac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bed_and_breakfast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_State_Heritage_Register


Itinerary Cont .
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DAY 3 -
SATURDAY 20 NOVEMBER

8.30am Breakfast at Montrose House

9.30am Walking Tour of Canowindra (See notes).

12.30pm Light lunch at Perrenialle Plants 

1.30pm Coach to Edgecombe



Itinerary cont.
Edgecombe 

In 1829, the first owner, James Collitts was granted a block of 630 acres fronting the
southern bank of the Belubla River, where Edgecombe now stands. Thought to be the
oldest house in Canowindra, it is worthy of a place in the national heritage. Thomas Foote, a
squatter of some standing later purchased 640 acres here and had the house built in c1874,
naming if Edgecombe. Built of pise in the symmetrical style of a colonial farmhouse,
surrounded by verandahs. The property has been owned by the Craven family since 1920.

The Falls 

Built in 1911 by Thomas Patrick Grant, The Falls is a beautiful example of Edwardian
architecture. Having had various owners of the years and many functions, it is finally owned
by the Great Grandson of Thomas.



Intinerary cont.

Eddy's of Canowindra 

Formally a Convent, Eddy's was built in 1910.  With the original tin embossed ceilings,
windows and doors it is a great example of Victorian architecture.
It is now used as a guesthouse.

 



Itinerary cont.

Noojee Lea

Originally granted 2000 hectares to Robert Read in 1869, an impressive Edwardian
homestead was latter built. It is now currently owned by the Currans and is surrounded by
sweeping lawns and beautiful gardens that look down towards the river and has spectacular
views across the nearby vineyards.  The gardens have been redesigned several times over
the years including by local landscaper Sally Bourne and also  renowned Paul Bagnay in
2015.
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8.30am Breakfast at Montrose House then Coach to Noojee Lea

DAY 4
SUNDAY 21 NOVEMBER



10.45am Coach  Jugiong 

1.30pm Lunch at The Sir George

Reinvigorated in 2015 by an ambitious Mother and Daughter team and a hard working
builder the Sir George will be your final destination before your journey back to Sydney.
Suffering bushrangers holdups, floods and fires, today it is a place to relax and stay and
enjoy wonderful local produce and wine.

A must-see at The Sir George is the adjoining circa-1852 stone cottage at the rear of the
pub. "We call it ‘Ben Hall Cottage’, a homage to the bushranger who terrorised these
parts in the 1860s and who was known regularly to borrow horses from the stables only
to return them exhausted after his gang’s night raids,” explains Prater’s partner Kim
Gamble.

Itinerary Cont .

9

3.45pm  Depart for journey back to  Sydney

7.30pm Arrive back Central Station


