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The Historic Houses Association of Australia has condemned the recent 
announcement by the NSW state government that the Sirius building in Sydney’s 
The Rocks district has been listed for sale through Expressions of Interest. 
 
HHA entered Sirius onto its Property Network in 2017 in acknowledgement of its 
significant role in the historical story of Sydney. 
 
Completed in 1979, the controversial apartment block represents an era when 
governments built public housing in the “brutalist” style. Its construction began when 
the famous Green Ban was lifted by HHA Patron Jack Mundey, then head of the 
NSW Builders Laborers Federation. Workers agreed to start laying the foundations in 
return for the protection of The Rocks and a home for its displaced residents.  
 
On 17 September 2016 Jack Mundey and Unions NSW imposed a new Green 
Ban on Sirius, prohibiting any construction by union members for purposes other 
than public housing. 
 
“Sirius embodies a different understanding of government’s role in public housing 
and a different view of what our city is;” says HHA Chair Tim Duddy. “The 
comparison between then and now might be a reason the government wants Sirius 
erased from the landscape, but it is also a powerful reason for saving it.” 
 
Sirius is heritage listed on the state’s s170 Heritage Register and has been 
recommended for State Listing by the Government’s own Heritage Council but to 
date the building has not been officially listed. 
 

The HHA, which represents over one thousand members, conducted the final tours 

of Sirius in late 2017 before the last resident was displaced and the building 
barricaded.  

 

The Association joins in condemnation of the sale of this iconic site with the NSW 
Heritage Council, The Australian Institute of Architects, The National Trust, The 
World Monuments Fund, ICOMOS: International Council on Monuments and Sites, 
and the City of Sydney. “We are asking this government to turn away from its plans 
to demolish Sirius;” says Tim Duddy. “A government that keeps buildings when they 
might reject the ideas that are the foundations of those buildings, is a government 
that genuinely respects our shared heritage.”  

 
Interview opportunities: 
Tim Duddy – Chair of the Historic Houses Association of Australia 
John Dunn –HHA Director and Save Our Sirius Foundation 
Contact Nell Schofield – 0413 746 909 


