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Our dedicated volunteer team has made rapid progress working 
through the ground floor rooms of the house, making lots of 
discoveries about the house, its collections (including a few 
mystery objects) and the Donaldson family’s interests – and 
having much fun along the way! Works have also been progressing 
in the garden, where the garden volunteers have been led by our 
enthusiastic gardener, Ryan Neale.
 
In the house, the ground floor rooms presented our greatest 
challenge – they were not only the largest rooms in the house, 
containing the majority of the collection, but they were also the 
worst affected by the steam and mould caused by the failure of 
the hot water system. We started with the more manageable 
smaller rooms, the ‘service’ rooms at the rear of the house – 
Maid’s Room, Kitchen and Pantries – before moving on the 
principal rooms: Entrance Hall, Morning Room, Sitting Room and 
Dining Room. And in each room we made many discoveries!



These ranged from an early Singer sewing machine 
in the Maid’s Room, complete with sewing 
paraphernalia, to Copeland and Spode dinner 
services in the Kitchen and Dining room 
cupboards. Other finds included some fine 
Wedgewood Australian flora pattern plates, a 
reflection of the Donaldson family’s interest in 
NSW flora, while the Kitchen and Pantries retained 
a large collection of kitchenalia reflecting changing 
domestic technology during the 20th century – 
utensils such as the specially designed scone knife 
but also fittings such as the original 1913 cast iron 
fuel stove, a 1930s oven, a 1960s gas stove and a 
modern fridge and microwave.
 
The main rooms of the house retain their original 
or early furniture, including the dining table and 
chairs and the Broadwood piano purchased in 
London in the 1890s, and the cabinets and 
cupboards of these rooms also hold many 
treasures. These include a large collection of small 
mementos brought back by the family from their 
travels but also an extensive and important 
collection of Australian Arts pottery from the 1920s 
and 1930s.

In each of the rooms of the house not only 
were the furniture, fittings and objects 
carefully and meticulously cleaned by our 
volunteers as part of the conservation 
cleaning program, but also the walls, 
ceilings, floors, floor coverings and soft 
furnishings. This was a labour-intensive 
task but as a result we now have a 
detailed knowledge of the interiors and 
their condition and, as one member of the 
team said, the house is coming to life 
again.
 
While some volunteers were focussed on 
the conservation cleaning, others 
committed to cataloguing the many 
objects that came to light during our 
work.
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Many of these objects had been previously 
recorded, but an equal number, if not more, had 
not. This required each item to be carefully 
checked and then catalogued if necessary and 
entered into an electronic listing – an exacting 
task!
 
Much has also been happening in the garden. 
Essential pruning of the many Australian rainforest 
species planted by the Donaldsons in the 1950s has 
been completed and our gardener, Ryan Neale, has 
been working with our garden volunteers, to bring 
the garden back into order once more. The garden 
has benefitted from regular watering during the dry 
summer conditions and the recent rains, garden and 
vegetable beds have been cleared and mulched, and 
some of our volunteers have been preparing garden 
cuttings for planting. We are planning a garden works 
day, to include re-planting of the beds, and will put 
out a call for volunteers once we have confirmed a 
date.
 
We are now close to completing the first stage of 
the Tulkiyan program and looking back I must say 
it has been a truly remarkable undertaking that 
could not have been achieved without the 
dedication and hard work of all those volunteers 
involved.
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